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PRESS RELEASE • 27 September 2017 
 
Inaugural World Bank education report recognizes success of 
Liberian PPP  
 
 
The World Bank has released its first ever report on education. It recognizes the global learning 
crisis and the failure of governments towards the hundreds of millions of children who are not in 
school or in school not learning. 
 
World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim said “This learning crisis is a moral and economic 
crisis. To realize education’s promise, we need to prioritize learning, not just schooling.”  

The report, LEARNING to Realize Education’s Promise, calls on developing countries to 
implement better learning assessments and use an evidence based approach to deciding which 
education interventions work. 
 
The report names Partnership Schools for Liberia (PSL)  as a global example of positive policy 
action. Commenting on the Liberian education initiative, which Bridge is a partner in delivering, 
the report says “early grade reading improved substantially within a very short time thanks to 
focused efforts based on evidence." 
 
The report notes that ‘when countries and their leaders make “learning for all” a national priority, 
education standards can improve dramatically.’ 
 
Following the publication of the Liberian RCT report which showed that the Public Private 
Partnership had delivered a 60% learning increase in public schools, other African countries 
including Kenya and Uganda have been asking whether there are any lessons that can be 
learnt. 
 
In response to the new World Bank report, Bridge’s Chief Academic Officer Sean Geraghty 
said, “We welcome this overview of the global education crisis and the very practical policy 
advice the authors put forward. Bridge completely agrees that the new education intervention in 
Liberia is an example for other governments who wish to effectively invest in their children's 
future. In only one year, pupils in the intervention in Liberia learned 60% more than they would 
have in standard public schools. This is significant, meaningful progress by any measure, and 
as the World Bank report states: Other countries do not have to wait. Real change is possible 
and affordable now.”   
 
Sean Geraghty goes on to say, “The global education crisis is the driver behind so many of the 
world’s major challenges: cycles of generational poverty, poor health, infant mortality, low 
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wages, low economic growth. So, it’s not an exaggeration to say that fixing the global learning 
problem is a global priority, recognised by the UN, World Bank, and leaders worldwide.  
 
“At Bridge, we have pioneered a new way of helping governments to quickly improve their 
education quality and capacity. It’s a model that is evidence based, long term self-sustainable, 
and scalable. I’m glad this new report has put a spotlight on the work of the Liberian Ministry of 
Education, who we proudly partner with.”  
 
Jaime Saavedra, the World Bank’s Senior Director for Education said, “Education reform is 
urgently needed and requires persistence as well as the political alignment of government, 
media, entrepreneurs, teachers, parents, and students. They all have to value and demand 
better learning.”  
 
 
ENDS 
 
For Further information, please contact: 
 
Ben Rudd 
Bridge International Academies 
London 
ben.rudd@bridgeinternationalacademies.com 
+44 2038 138 236 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
Read more about the results from the Liberian education PPP, where Bridge was a partner 
 
The full World Bank report can be found here. 
 
The Foreword to the report by the President of the World Bank can be found here 
 
 

About Bridge 

Bridge believes every child has the right to high quality education and works in partnership with 
governments, communities, parents and teachers to ensure access to quality education. Bridge has 
served over 250,000 children to date. Bridge leverages in-depth teacher training and support, advanced 
lesson plans and wireless technology to provide pupils with a meaningful and life-changing education. 
Globally, there is an education crisis. Around 600 million children are either not in school at all, or in 
school and not learning. Bridge is committed to helping tackle this through a data driven, evidence based 
approach that delivers strong schools and a great education for all. 
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